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World Health Organization and AARST call for 
higher standards on indoor radon (radiation) in the home 

The American Association of Radon Scientists and Technologists believes that the World Health Organization Radon Handbook, released in September 2009, underscores the significant health risk that radon, a radioactive gas, poses to residences and home dwellers worldwide.

“It is extremely significant,” said AARST President William Angell, “that the World Health Organization called for an action level more stringent that the current USEPA action level of 4.0 piC/L.”   

The WHO report calls for radon concentrations to be at or below the recommended reference level of 100 Bq/m3 ( 2.7 piC/L using the US system of measurement) and includes establishing and strengthening radon measurement and mitigation programmes and developing building codes that require radon prevention measures in homes under construction.  

Over 21,000 Americans die each year from radon induced lung cancer.  
The WHO report also calls on countries to either establish or  to strengthen existing programmes to control the presence of radon in homes and other residential settings. Radon is a naturally occurring radioactive gas that has been classified as a human carcinogen, and can lead to an increased risk of lung cancer.

A new WHO Handbook on Indoor Radon: A Public Health Perspective published today, indicates that radon exposure is a major and growing public health threat in homes and recommends that countries adopt reference levels of the gas of 100 Bq/m3 (Becquerel per cubic metre). If this level cannot be implemented under the prevailing country-specific conditions, WHO recommends that the reference level should not exceed 300 Bq/m3. 
The International Radon Project (WHO-IRP), producers of the WHO handbook on indoor radon, has involved over 100 experts from more than 30 countries.  
The Handbook is the first comprehensive international compilation of information and recommendations on radon and its public health effects. It includes the latest evidence on health risks, measurements, mitigation and prevention techniques and their cost effectiveness as well as information on radon risk communication. Additionally, specific recommendations are presented for national radon programmes.
The American Association of Radon Scientists and Technologists supports increased funding for radon research, standards development, state programs and funds to test and mitigate low income housing. The Assocation would like to see required testing at the time of home sale or prior to occupancy.  More American homes test high with radon now than when the 1988 Indoor Radon Abatement Act was passed. 
For more information:   
WHO Handbook on Indoor Radon: A Public Health Perspective: 
http://www.who.int/ionizing_radiation/env/radon/en/index1.html
WHO Radon Webpage:
http://www.who.int/ionizing_radiation/env/radon/en/index.html 
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