IDEAS FOR PROMOTING NEWS COVERAGE OF THE HAZARDS OF RADON
The best way to gain the media’s attention to cover a story is to provide facts about the dangers of radon to public health and children.

Radon is a Killer

The media plays a key role in bringing awareness of the dangers of radon to the public and those most at risk of being adversely affected.  Get the public’s attention by revealing the harshest realities of this problem. 

· Arrange and invite the media to talk with people who have tested their homes for radon and successfully remediated the radon problem.

· Arrange for interviews with doctors about the danger of radon.

· Encourage media to finish story by talking about how easy radon testing can be and including locations and phone numbers of local stores, etc. that carry radon testing kits (provide the media with this information, if possible).

Radon in our Schools
Encourage schools to have their own “Radon Awareness Week” or “Radon Awareness Day” in conjunction with National Radon Action Month. 

· Encourage every school to test its classrooms for high levels of radon.

· Have schools invite EPA or other health professionals to school to discuss the dangers of radon in homes and in the school.

· Encourage teachers to offer extra credit in health class to students who can bring in results of a recent radon test.

· Send home flyers with a radon fact sheet and EPA’s radon internet address www.epa.gov/radon, and locations and contact numbers of local businesses that sell radon test kits.

· Create a Radon Poster Contest. Display entries at a local mall or open house event at school.  Submit pictures of the winning entries and students to the local newspapers, television news departments.

· Invite the media to all Radon related school activities.

Conduct a Radon Test
Plan a press conference at an “on-the-scene” location - at a home that will be tested for radon levels while the media is there to demonstrate how easy it is.  Have EPA officials present to perform a walk-thru of the home to point out possible sources of contamination or areas that could be of concern.  

Tour A Radon Mitigation System.  Arrange for Press members to join you on a tour of a radon installation that meets proper coding and standards.
Bring Radon Awareness to the Community
Work with local government officials to sponsor radon awareness booths at local fairs, malls and other large event.  Have radon test kits available and health officials on hand to answer questions.  Have radon fact sheets and other handouts prepared.  
Public Service Announcements
Create TV and Radio public service announcements.  For television, create two spots, one targeting children and the other targeting adults.  

