SAMPLE LETTER TO TV PRODUCERS
Dear Mr./Ms. _____:

Radon is a health risk facing millions of Americans and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is in the process of promoting National Radon Action Month (NRAM) to help reduce this threat.  NRAM January [year], will be filled with activities at the local and national level that promote the awareness of the dangers of elevated levels of radon gas in our nation’s homes, schools and other frequented enclosed areas. 

Radon is a colorless, odorless gas that is a decay product of uranium and occurs naturally in soil and rock. Radon gas has been identified as a leading cause of lung cancer, second only to cigarette smoking, and is responsible for thousands of deaths annually.  Radon enters a home through cracks in walls, basement floors, foundations and other openings.  

Over a person's lifetime, radon particles can enter the lungs, attach themselves, and may eventually lead to lung cancer. Radon is believed to cause between 15,000 and 22,000 U.S. deaths from lung cancer annually. The "decay products" of radon can be trapped in the lungs where they produce a radiation dose. 

Radon can be a problem in all types of homes, including old homes, new homes, drafty homes, insulated homes, homes with basements and homes without basements. Local geology, construction materials, and how the home was built are among the factors that can affect radon levels in homes.

Many people don’t know that reliable radon tests can be easily purchased in local hardware stores and other retail outlets and are available by phone or mail-order. There are affordable solutions to radon problems in homes and thousands of homeowners have already lowered elevated radon levels in their homes. Lowering radon levels typically costs the homeowner between $900 and $2,500.

[Your organization] can only do so much to lower the risk of radon across the country. We rely on the media, volunteers, health advocates, local government officials, health professionals and others to get the message out to consumers about the dangers of indoor radon gas.  We need your help in raising the level of awareness of this deadly gas.

Over the course of the month, we will be sending press releases to your newsroom about the various educational activities we have planned. [Your organization] would like to work closely with you or a designated reporter to ensure maximum coverage of this extremely worthy topic.

For more information about the dangers of radon gas, please visit our website at [your website]. Or feel free to contact me at [your phone number] to arrange a meeting or discuss this matter further.  I look forward to your news department’s coverage of this year’s NRAM.  

Together, we can make a difference in the lives of the American public!

