SAMPLE LETTER ENCOURAGING NEWS ANCHORS TO TEST THEIR HOMES


Dear Mr./Ms. _____:

Radon is a health risk facing millions of American homes.

In 2009, the World Health Organization, The United Nations, The President’s Cancer Panel and the U.S. Health Physics Society have all called for stronger policies regarding radon risk reduction.   Independent scientists from around the world have agreed that the threat is real and the WHO is calling for a reference level of 2.7 pCi/L of air for radon as compared to the US action level of 4.0.  (These documents can be accessed at www.aarst.org  )

As a news anchor and someone the public trusts and looks to for information, take this

opportunity to get your home tested for radon and share your experiences with your

listeners/viewers/readers. By talking about the test’s value and how the process made you realize

how important it is for the health of your family, you have a chance to make an extremely

positive impact on your local community/the nation.

Did you know?

• Radon is a colorless, odorless gas that is a decay product of uranium and occurs naturally

in soil and rock. Radon gas has been identified as a leading cause of lung cancer, second

only to cigarette smoking, and it is responsible for thousands of deaths annually. Radon

enters a home through cracks in walls, basement floors, foundations and other openings.

It may also contaminate the water supply, especially in private wells. 

• Over a person's lifetime, radon particles can enter the lungs, attach themselves, and may

eventually lead to lung cancer. Radon is believed to cause between 15,000 and 22,000

U.S. deaths from lung cancer annually. The "decay products" of radon can be trapped in

the lungs where they produce a radiation dose.

• Radon can be a problem in all types of homes, including old homes, new homes, drafty

homes, insulated homes, homes with basements and homes without basements. Local

geology, construction materials, and how the home was built are among the factors that

can affect radon levels in homes.

• Reliable radon tests are readily available from qualified radon testers and companies, can

be easily purchased in local hardware stores and other retail outlets and are available by

phone or mail-order. There are affordable solutions to radon problems in homes.  

You can learn more about radon at EPA’s web site www.epa.gov/radon or [insert information about your web site if you have radon information posted there.] Information about testing and kits is available at EPA’s hotline (800) SOS-RADON. 
Sincerely,

[insert contact name, phone number and e-mail address]
